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the responsible post you have occupied for the last six months under
exceptionally trying circumstances. I wish you to take a rest and
recover your health. Thankfully, Nicholas."
The following Imperial rescript was published on April
22nd:
Count Sergey Yulyevich:
The impairment of your health, brought on by your excessive
labours, has compelled you to petition me for a release from the office
of President of the Council of Ministers. In summoning you to
this important post for the execution of my designs relating especially
to the admission of my subjects to the legislative bodies, I was cer-
tain that your tried statesmanlike abilities would facilitate the inau-
guration of the new elective institutions which have been created for
the purpose of giving reality to the rights I have granted to the
population. Owing to your persistent and enlightened labours, these
institutions have now been shaped and are ready to be opened, in
spite of the obstacles which were thrown in your way by the sedi-
tious elements, whom you combatted with your characteristic energy
and resoluteness. Simultaneously, through your experience in finan-
cial matters, you have contributed to the stabilization of the coun-
try's financial resources by insuring the success of the recent foreign
loan. In granting your most loyal request, I wish to express my most
sincere and hearty gratitude to you for the numerous services you
have rendered to the country. In recognition of these services I
create you Knight of the Order of Saint Alexander Nevski with
Diamonds [the last two words in the Emperor's own hand.] I
remain unalterably well-disposed to you and sincerely grateful [the
last three words autographed]. Nicholas.
The next day I presented myself officially at the Court to
thank His Majesty for having accepted my resignation.
I was also given the opportunity to take leave of Her
Majesty. Both the Emperor and the Empress were very
amiable, although Her Majesty has never been well disposed
to me. It is said an interjection of relief was her only
comment on the news of my resignation.